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Star of Snowdon Brooch 

By Elspeth King 
 
Snowdon is the ancient and poetic name for 
Stirling, and the Star of Snowdon Purity 
Brooch is a special, commemorative piece of 
Stirling jewellery. 
 
Several of these brooches were made for the 
female members of the Drummond family to 
mark the inauguration of the Virgin Martyrs’ 
memorial in the Valley Cemetery in 1859.  The 
Drummonds, who were seedsmen and 
agricultural suppliers sponsored the 
development of the showgrounds between the 
Castle and the Holy Rude burial ground as a 
modern and instructive cemetery in the late 
1850s. The cemetery was adorned with statues 
of the heroes of the Protestant Reformation. 
 
The Virgin Martyrs was the only statue grouping of women, and was done in 
white marble.  It commemorated the martyrdom of the Covenanters Margaret 
Wilson and Margaret McLaughlan who were sentenced to death by drowning 
in the tidal waters of the Solway, 11 May 1685.  Agnes Wilson, Margaret’s 
young sister, was excused on account of her age.  The three women are 
represented by the forget-me-nots and the cross, crown and laurel leaves of 
martyrdom.  The pearl of purity, centred in the star, is also symbolic of the 
name Margaret, the Christian names of the martyrs. 
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