
�����������	��
��
The Guildry Ring 

By Elspeth King 
 
Featured today is Stirling’s oldest 
treasure.  It is believed to date from the 
reign of King David II (son of Robert the 
Bruce), who in 1360 confirmed the 
charter granted by Alexander II to 
Stirling.  The ring is inscribed “Yis for ye 
Deine of ye Geild of Stirling”. 
 
A book of 1830 describes how “the Dean 
of Guild, when installed into the office in 
the guild-hall, has a ribbon thrown round 
his neck, at which is suspended a very 
ancient gold ring, set in precious stones”.  
Later, the ribbon was replaced by a chain.  
The ring is set with five jewels in the 
form of a cross.  Two are real gems (ruby 

and garnet).  The centre stone is a paste emerald, there is a second paste, and 
the other is crystal.  It is likely that all of the originals were precious stones and 
that the pastes were replacements. 
 
The Dean of Guild is the head of the merchants of Stirling.  Recently, the 
Victorian robes of the Dean were presented to the Stirling Smith along with a 
copy of the ancient ring, and both can now be seen in the displays. 
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