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Gargunnock Trumpet and Drum
By Elspeth King

The trumpet and drum date to 1775,
and are the historic symbols of the
village of Gargunnock. They were
bought with the profits of the annual
horse race, following the decision of a
public meeting to appoint a drummer to
announce the hours at 5am and 9pm.
The drum was for dry days and the
trumpet for wet ones. The reason for
this was the lack of clocks in the
village. The drummer also went round
in the Spring, giving notice to people to
have their poultry closed in when the
villagers started work in their gardens.

The drummer was paid annually by public subscnipta Auld Hansel
Monday. Auld Hansel Monday was the first Mondatgafll January. Many
people in Scotland added on the “eleven lost daysfrom the Calendar in
1752, and celebrated the New Year on Auld Hanselddg when visits were
made and gifts exchanged. Today, the Sons of tlo& R Stirling still
maintain the tradition.

The trumpet and drum are well known in Gargunnedigere they appear on
the masthead of the popular quarterly GargunnockaNdn reality, they can
be seen in the Stirling Smith, where they are tong term loan from the
Trustees of the late Miss V.C.H. Stirling CBE (190889), the historian and
antiquarian of the Gargunnock area.
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