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1843 Disruption Photograph 

By Elspeth King 
 
This is a former 
treasure of Chalmers 
Church, Bridge of 
Allan (1844-2003) 
and it records one of 
the most momentous 
events in Scottish 
history.  On 23 May 
1843, a third of the 
ministers of the 
Church of Scotland 
walked out of their 
manses and gave up their churches to maintain their spiritual independence, 
and the Free Church of Scotland was born.  The split was over patronage – the 
right of the congregation to choose the minister, against the wishes of the local 
land owner.  In Bridge of Allan, most of the congregation left Lecropt Church 
to meet in a joiner’s shop as the Church of Scotland Free. 
 
The photograph is of a painting by D.O. Hill and his wife Amelia Paton on the 
signing of the Act of Separation and Deed of Demission.  386 ministers signed 
this declaration in the presence of 3000 others “who hung in silence over the 
scene”.  Subsequent signatures brought the total to 474. 
 
Thanks to the former Chalmers Church congregation, the elaborate frame of the 
photograph has been restored and is now on display in the Stirling Smith. 
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