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The Stirling Seal
By Elspeth King

The earliest known example of the seal of the
Burgh of Stirling dates to 1296, and the images
from it have been well used as the insignia of
the Royal burgh, and now the city of Stirling,
since that date.

On one side of the seal is a simple depiction of
a castle. On the reverse side is a bridge
surmounted by a Crucifix (shown here), with
armies on opposite sides. The Latin inscription
around the rim reads as follows:

In this is contained the Castle and Bridge ofli&gr
Here stand the British saved by their arms; heze th
Scots, saved by the Cross

Like the image on the Seal, we know that the me@ilaBridge of Stirling was
made of wood and had seven arches and eight pikahaeological
investigation undertaken by Dr Ron Page in the18@0s located the remains
of several of the wooden piers in the Forth. Theslimeval Bridge crossed the
water diagonally probably to allow for the tidakrents.

In the 19" century, the Stirling Seal was remembered bytla fioem:

The Britons stand by force of arms
The Scots are by this cross preserved from harms
The castle and the bridge of Stirling town
Are in the compass of this seal set down
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