Publishing Scotland. The Stirling Press of Eneas Mackay
An exhibition at the Stirling Smith Art Gallery and Museum
1 December - 27 April 2008 to celebrate 500 year s of printing in Scotland

From 1882 to 1955, the Stirling publishing house of Eneas Mackay issued a steady
stream of books. With over 300 titlesin a 70 year period, it was not a huge output,
but the books are distinctive and Mackay appreciated the ability of awell-illustrated
dust jacket to sell the books.

Eneas Mackay senior (1860-1922) came from Inverness to Stirling as a newsagent in
the early 1880’s. Asin all market towns, diversification was the key to success. He
was an agent for the People’ s Journal, set up atravel and theatre ticket agency, ran a
bookshop and lending library, and aso created a small art gallery which sold
everything from printsto sculpture. He engaged many Scottish artists - notably Sir
D.Y. Cameron - illustrating the beautiful books published by his press. His purpose
built tenement at 43 Murray Place became a branch of the Stirling Observer after his
death. He had worked closely with the Observer Press, who in turn engaged his son
to continue running the book publishing businessin partnership. For decades,
Mackay and the Observer Press were synonymous.

A native Gaglic speaker, Mackay senior championed the language by publishing
many Gaglic titles, aswell as Gaglic primers, grammars and dictionaries at atime
when Gaelic books were hard to find. He also specialised in local history, and some
of the general titles such as J.G. Fyfe' s Scottish Diaries and Memoirs 1550-1746
(1928) and Sir James Ferguson’s William Wallace (1948) are among the very building
blocks of Scottish history.

The Mackay Press was also known for its slender and attractively produced volumes
of poetry. Perhaps their most important publication for the history of Scottish
literature was Hugh MacDiarmid’ s Scots Unbound and Other Poems (1932), issued
by Mackay after Blackwood failed to publishit.

The exhibition looks at the Mackay Press's cultural and artistic contribution to the
history of printing in Scotland. The private collection of Stuart J. Campbell, is
featured, together with memorabilia from the Smith’s own collection and the Stirling
Observer Press.



The exhibition was opened by Martyn Wade, National Librarian from the National
Library of Scotland. A programme of eight lectures was held, January to March. The
texts of some of them can be read on the history page of the website.



